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1. EXAMS, REVISION AND STUDY LEAVE: Mrs Fraser (Depute Head Teacher)
STUDY LEAVE
Study leave for pupils sitting exams in S4, S5 & S6 will run from Monday 27 April to Friday 29 May
2015.
EXAM TIMETABLE
All pupils will be issued with a copy of their examination timetable. It is important that they study
it carefully and are aware of the date and time of each of their examinations.
REVISION CALENDAR
The school is aware that pupils have a heavy study load during SQA Examination time. We would
encourage you to ensure that your son/daughter uses the study leave in a productive manner.
The time is provided for revision and pupils should plan a revision calendar, which covers all
subjects. Each subject should be revised thoroughly before each examination. Pupils should also
ensure that they bring appropriate equipment and materials for exams.
STUDY IN SCHOOL
Many pupils will wish to study at home when not on examination duty in school. However pupils
may come in to school to work. S4 can work in the S1/2 Social Area at the canteen. S5/6 can
work in the Senior Social Area. There will be many excellent opportunities to obtain help from
class teachers. As far as is possible, this should be done at normal class times, when teachers
will be available for consultation.
Look at the very useful SQA website www.sqa.org.uk
 Exam timetable – please note that, for some exams, the times may be adjusted
slightly for Meldrum Academy to fit in with school transport.
 Free past paper (and answer) downloads are available for most subjects.
 Look at the ‘Learner Services – School Learners’ for help and advice.
There are a range of handy links to revision resources on the school website at:
http://www.meldrumacademy.co.uk/Links/PupilLinks.htm
Over the coming weeks faculties from across the school will continue to support pupils through
class work, focussing on getting ready for the exams. Additional study sessions take place across
the school, either timetabled on a regular basis or on a drop in basis. This is the time for pupils to
do past papers, learn their notes, try questions and find out those areas in which they need extra
help, then go along to a teacher and get that extra help.
ABSENCE ON THE DAY OF AN EXAM
If your son/daughter misses an examination because of illness then contact must be made with
Mrs Fraser (Depute Head Teacher) immediately. A medical certificate must be sent to the
Academy within 5 days of the exam.
RETURN TO SCHOOL
Finally, school resumes for new fifth and sixth year pupils on Tuesday 2 June 2015.
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2. OPTIONS PROCESS:
2 very successful information evenings were held in February for parents of pupils moving from
S3 into 4 and S4/5 into 5/6. Almost all forms are now in and Mrs Prosser will begin the process of
making up classes for next session. Wherever possible pupils will be allocated to subjects/levels
of their choice but where this is not possible or where further discussion is needed you will be
notified through Pastoral Care. It is also good to remember that some changes may be required
after results are received in August and these will be dealt with in the first 2 weeks of the new
session.
(Senior Management Team)
3. SCOTTISH SURVEY OF LITERACY AND NUMERACY:
We have once again been selected to take part in the above survey and a group of S2 pupils will
be randomly selected by the SQA. Parents of pupils selected will receive a letter sometime after
the Easter break. Last year Literacy was the focus and this year it will be Numeracy. Pupils will be
asked to undertake a piece of work in school time. Pupils who require additional support will
receive this just as they would routinely in any school assessment.
(Mrs Prosser)
4. CAREER ACADEMY (shortly to become Career Ready):
We currently have 9 pupils in S5 taking part in this exciting initiative designed to assist pupils to
prepare themselves for the workplace. Throughout S5 and S6 pupils are assigned an industry
mentor and attend 3 or 4 workshop days on CVs, industry expectations eg meeting deadlines
etc. In the summer between S5 and S6 the mentor’s company employ the pupil for 5 weeks in an
internship – usually on a small project and paid! Local companies currently supporting the
scheme are Fisher Offshore, Meldrum House Hotel and Norvite. Many of our pupils however are
linked to companies in Aberdeen for which transport can be a problem for meetings with
mentors and workplace visits so if you are involved in a local company and would like to be part
of this programme please get in touch with Mrs Prosser at the school. The current cohort are all
linked to companies and preparing for their internship this summer. New companies joining in
will be allocated a pupil at the end of this June and the internship period will be in summer 2016.
This is an excellent opportunity for pupils and also for employees of the participating companies
to develop their own professional skills as mentors. If your son or daughter would like to take
part and have not already let us know they should see Mrs Prosser before study leave starts.
(Mrs Prosser)
5. SCHOOLS CAREERS INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP (SCIP)
We are fortunate to be regularly offered the opportunity for 12 pupils to undertake a full day of
CV and interview preparation with a coaching and mentoring company (CTC). Usually CTC are
joined by industry sponsors from major operators in the oil and gas sector however the day fell
on the one day this year when travel was difficult (Feb 4th) and the industry sponsors were
unable to get to the school! Fortunately CTC had travelled the day before and the 12 pupils did
not miss out on this excellent training day.
(Mrs Prosser)
6. YOUTH AND PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE 2015:
It’s that time of year again! Our S2 pupils will shortly be fully immersed in preparing their
presentations in support of their chosen charity and the opportunity to win £3000 for them. To
make it easier for pupils to identify truly local charities we held Charities Fayre on the 23 rd
March. Charity representatives came armed with information and contact details for pupils who
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after visiting the Fayre returned to classes to make the difficult decision about whom to support.
Over the coming weeks after Easter, presentations will be honed to perfection in preparation
firstly for the in-class final and then The Grand Final on 21st May from 6.30-8.30pm in the
Assembly Hall. Parents and Carers of pupils in the 9 winning groups will be invited to attend and
a judging panel will have the very difficult task of deciding ‘the 2015 winning group’. In addition
to the money the winners will travel with their CBC teacher to the national final in Perth in June.
This project is the culmination of 2 years Capacity Building Courses and those of you who have
seen the standard of presentations will like me be in no doubt of the value of the skills building
that takes place in these courses. Pupils now take these skills forward into S3 CBC courses where
they will continue to build on their skills with an even stronger focus on Skills for Work.
(Mrs Prosser and Mrs Ingram)
7. FIRST AID
Please be sure to call the school office as soon as possible to update us of any changes to
emergency contact details, especially your daytime phone number.
8. RESILIENCE EVENING – Thursday 18th June 7-9pm
As a school we recognise that some of our pupils are very influenced by situations external to
school that can directly affect their mood, attainment and resilience. We would like to support
parents in understanding some of these external factors by holding an informal ‘resilience’
evening on Thursday 18th June.
Parents/carers will have access to 4 workshops of approximately 30 minutes each on the
following topics
 Sleep
 Stress
 Social network issues
 Diet & energy drinks
These will be organised by the School Nurse, the Pupil support worker, members of the
Community Learning and Development team and members of the Pastoral Care team. More
information will be available nearer the time and we look forward to seeing parents/carers
there.
Mrs A Fitzgerald, PT Pastoral Care, Slessor House
9. AD2015 – ACTIVITIES DAYS
It’s that time of year again when pupils are asked to choose their activities for this year’s
Activities Days (Thu 28th and Fri 29th May 2015).
The booklets and forms will be issued during tutor time on Fri 27th March and pupils must return
their Pupil Choice forms by Thu 2nd April (last day of term). Pupils will then receive a letter after
the holidays detailing which activities they have been assigned to. The payment deadline will be
a few weeks after the letter is issued to would allow for any necessary changes to activity
allocations and associated costs, well in advance of the activity dates.
All activity descriptions are in the booklet, and the booklet will available on Glow 
A lot of hard work goes into planning a wide variety of activities for the S1-S3 pupils each year,
and we hope that all pupils enjoy choosing from this year’s selection!
If you have any queries regarding Activities Days please don’t hesitate to contact:
activitiesdays@meldrumacademy.aberdeenshire.sch.uk
Mrs C Gifford
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10. S6 CHARITIES COMMITTEE
This year has been full of many successful and enjoyable fundraising events organised through
the S6 Charities Committee.
We had an encouraging start to the year where a bake sale and ‘dress as you please’ was
organised during October for MacMillan Cancer Research where £1653.70 was raised.
Following this, due to many pupils in the school supporting The Archie Foundation, we set it our
goal to achieve our largest sum of money to be raised. Through just one ‘dress as you please’
where we had pupils dress as Christmas characters and selling gift sweets at the Christmas fare,
a staggering £1230.15 was achieved.
For the larger nationwide mass charity campaigners, we had great fun raising money for Children
in Need and Red Nose Day. During tutor time, for Children in Need, pupils were encouraged to
simply bring in spare change and pennies and as a group activity, they spent tutor time piecing
their coins together collectively to form a large image of their chosen design, raising over
£467.67.
Lastly, Red Nose Day was our last fundraising event in the school. A ‘Wet Sponge Throwing’
event was set up outside during lunch where the pupils took great pleasure in getting their
revenge on the S6 pupils and teachers. Alongside this we sold Red Noses and arranged another
bake sale. It was a very enjoyable day for the whole school and we raised just over £425.49.
We thank everybody that has been part of the committee, helped behind the scenes and has
taken part and donated.
By Naomi Kumar 6W
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NEWS FROM THE FACULTIES
HEALTH FACULTY

11. FOOTBALL

It has been a busy month for the U13s football team at Meldrum Academy with league matches
away to Kemnay and Mintlaw as well as taking part in a 7 a-side tournament at the Aberdeen
Sports Village. In the tournament both of our teams were placed in the same group with one
team finishing 3rd and the other 5th out of 7 teams. Our league match at Kemnay was a terrific
match which ended in a 4-3 victory for Meldrum. With 20 minutes of the match remaining we
were 3-0 down and fought back brilliantly with goals from Aaron Hay and two from Sam McAlley
to level the scores at 3-3. With just about the last kick of the match Joey Wilson took a shot from
20 yards out that flew straight into the top corner and completed a remarkable comeback. The
following week we travelled to Mintlaw and in wet and windy conditions we produced our best
performance of the year so far and ran out 8-2 winners. Kallum Ironside helped himself to a hattrick while there were two goals apiece from Josh Baird and Angus McWilliam while Aaron Hay
also got on the score sheet. We will look to continue our good form when Inverurie travel to play
us in our next match.
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The U15 Football team are having a good season so far, as they have reached the final of the
Aberdeenshire Cup and also are competing in the league well too.
Captain Bryce Dawson also has been selected to play in the Aberdeenshire Select Squad,
travelling to Dundee, Lanarkshire and also playing local side Aberdeen City.
Hoping that the rest of the season goes to plan, through hard work, the boys will reap the
rewards and take home some silverware.

The U15 Girls team have reached the Aberdeenshire Cup final for the first time in Meldrum's
history. Goals came from Sophie Jamieson, Sarah Connon and Eleanor Cooper. The final score
was 7-0 against Fraserburgh. The girls now face Mintlaw in the final in May. The u18s
meanwhile play Portlethen Academy in the semi final of the Aberdeenshire u18 girls cup. Can
Meldrum make it 3 finals this year?!
Follow us @meldrumpe for all the pictures and scores from across the faculty.

Kyle Sutherland, Sam Pugh and Matthew Tewnion

On Thursday 19th March our Senior Boys headed up to Fraserburgh Academy for a crucial league
match, with a somewhat depleted, yet still strong squad. David Wilson and Mikey Duncan were
injured, Ben Duncan was studying and Alex Ryan was suspended. We had 12 men, and they
knew this was going to be a dog fight!
Our starting line up was Baird in the sticks, Ryan Stewart and Fraser Burnett full backs, Sam Pugh
and Liam Macdonald centre half. Murray Dawson was holding midfield with Matthew Tewnion
and Kris Benzie making up the front 2 of a midfield triangle. Kyle Sutherland was right of a front
3, Lachlan Stewart left, and Callum Innes was through the centre.
Now, I would usually look to blame the weather for a poor start, but the conditions were perfect
for a game of football, so I blame myself! Within 5 minutes we were 2-0 down. We were a
shambles. I quickly changed things around, but again, it didn’t work, we went 3-0 down. It was at
that point a further re-shuffle saw me stick my Captain, Pugh up top and this paid dividends.
Evan Macdonald came on and Callum Innes off. Pugh quickly pulled one back with a brilliant shot
from the outside of his boot to pass the small yet brilliant Fraserburgh keeper. The momentum
was shifting. We were starting to pile on pressure and then… a sucker punch just before half
time saw us go 4-1 down. Heads were down. Players weren’t happy. Only they could change it.
Positivity… we can win!
Talk about a game of 2 halves. In the second half Fraser Burnett made way for Callum Innes with
Lachlan Stewart going to left back and Matthew Tewnion left mid. Fraserburgh just couldn’t
handle us! Within 5 minutes of the restart Tewnion went on a mazy run and slotted home from
just outside the box, the comeback was on! Pugh then got another back with a brilliant header
which looped over the keeper. 4-3 at this stage. A long ball from Pugh to Sutherland evaded the
last man and Sutherland scored a deserved equaliser. If this game was going to go any way now,
it was in our favour. Pugh, Sutherland and Tewnion were causing havoc! With 10 minutes to go
we got a free kick the best part of 30 yards out. A confident Sutherland stepped up and smashed
it goal wards. The keeper got a brilliant hand to it and tipped it onto the bar, only for Pugh to
race in and smash in the winner, and his hat-trick!!
In the last minute our fight was proven when Murray Dawson took a ball to the dish from 2
yards. Blood spattered we fought on and got the win, much to the delight of the players. Very
well deserved.
Well done boys!
Mr Carder

12. MANCHESTER TRIP
On Saturday 31st of January 27 pupils from
Meldrum Academy met at 6.00am to head
down to Old Trafford, Manchester. We
were setting off to see Manchester United
Vs Leicester City in the English Premier
League. It was a quick bus journey down and
we arrived at 2.30, which gave us a short
time outside the ground before making our
way to our seats which were at the very top
of the Sir Alex Ferguson Stand. There was a
terrific atmosphere in the build up to the
game and the pupils joined in with a number
of the songs and chants. It was a really
enjoyable match and most of us left happy
that Man Utd ended up being 3-1 winners,
with one of the highlights being a great goal
by Robin Van Persie.

After the match we then got to look around
the club shop just outside Old Trafford and
many of the pupils left with a souvenir of the
occasion. We then made our way back to
the bus and left to go to our hotel in
Bradford where we would stay the night.
Once back in the hotel the pupils enjoyed a
Domino’s Pizza then participated in filming a
Sky Sports walk on and press conference
where they were asked questions about
their day as they were given the experience
of what it is like to be a star Premier League
footballer for the day.

Mr Robertson, PE

The next morning we were treated to a
terrific breakfast before making our way to
St James’ Park in Newcastle. Again we got to
look around the club shop before being
given a tour of the stadium. It is the tallest
stadium in the Premier League and we got
to sit at the very top to see what the pitch
looked like from so high up. All the boys
really enjoyed getting to look around the
changing rooms and see where each of the

Players sit on a match day. Once the tour
was over we then went to the Newcastle
first team training facility where we got
coaching from their coaches and then a
training match against local opposition.
Once our matches were over we then left to
make the journey back to Oldmeldrum. The
boys all thoroughly enjoyed the trip and
enjoyed watching back our highlights video.
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13. CROSS COUNTRY

Greig Cowie came first in the S2 boys Interschools Cross Country event, closely followed by
brother Drew in 3rd.
Other top 10 results:







Gemma Ogg 3rd
Cameron Callow 9th
Aaron Mackenzie 4th
Kyle Sutherland 6th
Fraser Burnett 7th
Lewis Emslie 9th

Meldrum Academy Boys finished 2nd overall which is the best we have ever done! All pupils
were well behaved and put in a tremendous effort. Many thanks to Elaine Bremner for
assistance on the day and Marie Rennie and Jeni Rees-Jenkins for hard work put in in running
club.
Miss Watson, Principal Teacher Health
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14. BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Meldrum Academy Level 5 Sports leaders lead a basketball tournament for the P6/7’s from Udny
Green, Pitmedden, Cultercullen and Methlick. The tournament lasted from half past 12 until 2
o’clock. They took a team of 7 players and played 5 aside with 2 subs. Each team played each
other once and the scores were tallied throughout the tournament. Methlick came in first place,
Pitmedden in second, Udny Green in third and Cultercullen in fourth.
By Danny Sutherland 4S1
15. NETBALL
Every Wednesday lunchtime, Miss Anderson, Mrs Redford and Mrs Czarnecki run a netball
training session with the help of some S3 students. Using a large variety of activities from fitness
to conditioned games we will practice our co-operation, teamwork and footwork skills. Training
has been a lot of fun now more S1s have joined. In November we took part in the NADA
tournament at Fraserburgh Academy for first and second years. We worked well as a team and
came 3rd out of ten! Quite good for our first competition! Following that we played a teachers vs
pupils game, it was lots of fun! It was a narrow win for the pupils, ending with a 9-8 finish.

On Thursday 5th of March, Meldrum Academy netball team travelled to Kemnay Academy for a
friendly. The reason why we want to play friendlies was so we could improve our Netball skills
and hopefully win other Netball tournaments that we have coming up in the year. After all our
hard work in training we were able to win with a score of 24-2. All of our team had great team
spirit and tried their hardest in the match at all times, which helped a lot!! We played Inverurie
academy on 19 March and beat them 23-0 !!!
By Jodie Donald (1W1)
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16. LEAD 2014

6 pupils from Meldrum Academy attended the Lead 2014 Conference at RGU in March. The
pupils took part in a number of different workshops and exercises based around leadership. The
training also prepared them to assist with the delivery of school Legacy Festival at the school in
June.
17. CHAMPIONS IN SCHOOL

Our class 1.7 were chosen to do Champions in schools everyone was really excited hearing about
the news. Champions in schools is basically when an athlete comes to talk to children in schools
all over Scotland and talks about their life as an Athlete.
Our Athlete is a lady called Julie Erskine who is a local cyclist who has competed all over the
world places including Brussels. She has also been an Exercise Physiologist for the British team in
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Sochi. We have three lessons with her, the first one was all about success and she shared with us
all about her success and how to be successful. In that lesson she also shared her average
timetable and the best parts of her career.
The next one was all about failure and this time we learned about sporting injures, how close you
can be to winning also about disappointments and not doing as well as you can. We also got to
share our failure in that lesson and we realised that everyone has experienced failure and
disappointment. The most important thing we learned in that lesson is how to cope with failure
and how to not give up!
Our last lesson will be our practical lesson where we will go outside on the bikes and get an
experience of her life we are all looking forward to this! We are thankful that Julie Erskine has set
aside the time to help us.
By Catriona Edwards (1T2)
18. GIANT HEPTATHLON
The Giant Heptathlon in Aberdeen Sports Village was a brilliant day, the bus was buzzing and
when we arrived there was about nine schools there.
Our first event was the triple jump and we both agree the twins Greig and Drew Cowie were the
best jumpers there.
Our second event was the hurdles and again Greig and Drew took it by storm.
Our third event was the step ups, Eve Penington and Aaron Hay got the most in that.
Our fourth event was the overhead shot put, Jack Sharpe and Greig Cowie were the most
successful and then finally there was the 100m relay where the Meldrum boys came 3rd and the
Meldrum girls came 4th. Overall, it was a very successful and enjoyable day!
By Jack Sharpe 2T1 and Aaron Hay 1T2
19. FARMHOUSE BREAKFAST WEEK
Meldrum Academy supported farmhouse
breakfast week this year to encourage all
pupils and staff to eat breakfast in the
mornings.
"Eating breakfast has long term health
benefits. It can reduce obesity, high blood
pressure, heart disease and diabetes."
Breakfast is an excellent occasion to eat
together as a family when possible.
Establishing good breakfast habits in
childhood and maintaining them throughout
adolescence may be an important factor in
reducing the prevalence of breakfast
skipping and developing good eating habits
that last a lifetime.
Miss Watson, Principal Teacher Health
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20. ACTIVE SCHOOLS
The country's best schools for physical education and school sport will get the recognition they
deserve with the sportscotland School Sport Award. The award will recognise a school's
achievement in putting quality physical education and school sport at the heart of a school's
planning, practice and ethos.The award accredits schools that continuously improve physical
education and school sport, within and outwith the curriculum and strengthen sporting links
between the school and local community.
Through the creation of a school sport committee, members of staff will work alongside school
pupils to complete the School Sport Award self assessment and create and implement a
development plan.

The self assessment tool will encourage self reflection and continuous improvement to help
schools make real quality improvements in physical education and sport.
Meldrum Academy are now in the process of completing the assessment process and it is hoped
that it will be completed and an award allocated during Term 4. We have a new school sport
committee comprising a group of S4 and S5 pupils along with contributions from Active Schools,
Garioch Basketball Club and parents.
Malcolm Grant
Active Schools and Community Officer
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PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY
21. MUSIC
Another busy term for us, with SQA Performing exams for both Music and Drama at N5 and
Higher. Many of our instrumental pupils have their Associated Board Grade exams as well!
All of this activity was topped off by our Spring Concert on Thursday 26th March. This was our
first venture away from a Wednesday evening – to fit in with Music Centre Concerts and also not
to clash with neighbouring schools and allow our Instructors to join us.
The concert show-cased individual performers, many who had just had their SQA performing
exam. S6 in particular were invited to perform as it would be their last opportunity to do so
before leaving Meldrum Academy. Performances from the orchestra, string group, brass group,
vocal group and ceilidh band, as well as a few duets and smaller groups made for an eclectic mix
of music – perfect for a Spring evening!

22. WARNING! School Show alert!!!!
Sunshine on Leith is our next venture on 9th, 10th & 11th December 2015. We are all really
excited at the prospect and looking forward to beginning rehearsals next term.
Tickets will be available from September.
Pupils should look out for information about auditions/rehearsals next term after study leave
ends.
“And I would walk 500 miles………la la la la la la la…”! 
Mrs Robertson, Principal Teacher Performing Arts

23. 2nd Year BMus Students
Hi.
We are Ashleigh and Hannah, current 2nd year Music Education students at Aberdeen University.
As part of our course, we are required to go out on placement for three weeks and we have had
the privilege of being placed here in Meldrum Academy. We have spent the last two weeks
working with first and second year classes, doing a range of activities including performance,
listening and composing by using the iPads. Our first week saw us observing most the classes we
would come into contact with this week, as now we have been teaching various parts of the
lessons. As well as this, last week we got to experience two of the feeder primary schools- Logie
Durno and Meldrum School respectively- as well as shadowing a junior class for the day in the
Academy. So far this experience has been very educational, great fun but also very informative
as to what the rest of our lives are going to be like! They have done a lot to prepare us at
university but it’s still a huge learning curve when we have had to step out into practice. One
thing we have found very strange is people referring to us as ‘Miss Grant’ and ‘Miss Orr’, but it’s
been even harder to call each other that! In preparation to coming out on placement, we had to
have prepared an arrangement of a song to teach to the junior classes, and so it has been very
enjoyable and rewarding to have taught them a lesson which we have prepared. We are looking
forward to our last week at Meldrum Academy and have thoroughly enjoyed our time so far, but
we will be sad to see the end.
Ashleigh and Hannah (Music Students)
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24. DRAMA
On Thursday the 19th of February 2015, the English and drama department embarked on an
adventure to His Majesty’s Theatre to watch an enthralling and enchanting show straight from
London’s award winning Regent’s Park theatre production of Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
Novel ‘To Kill a Mocking Bird’.
Set in the Deep South, sees racial injustice envelop a small-town community. Through courage
and compassion, lawyer Atticus Finch seeks the truth, and his feisty daughter, Scout – a young
girl on the cusp of adulthood – brings new hope to a neighbourhood in turmoil.
The production was excellent and really captured the humidity of the Deep South, the hostility
and segregation of the black people through the exceptional acting of the cast, the lighting and
set.
It was well received by the audience and gave myself and the class a lot to write about in terms
of the production for our final exam in April. I would highly recommend it and given the
opportunity I would see it again.
Jade Chisholm, (6S)

MATHS FACULTY
25. UK Intermediate Maths Challenge
Back in February a group of around 30 S3 and S4 pupils entered the UK Maths Challenge, a
national problem solving competition. The standard of work produced was very high and 17 of
our pupils scored highly enough to be awarded certificates as follows:
S4 Silver
Jessica Hay
S4 Bronze
Lyle Anderson Sophie Martin Max Allan Naomi Hazlerigg Rachel Harvie
Rachel MacKay
S3 Silver
Craig Taylor

Luke Mackie

Pedro Pereira

S3 Bronze
John Gray Cliona Kennedy Aaron Webster Euan Miller Jenna Allan
Lewis Kaye Louise Johnston
Well done to everyone who took part.
Mr Reid, Principal Teacher Maths

19

26. STEM in the Pipeline

Every year, Meldrum Academy sends a team from their Advanced Higher Maths class to
compete in the STEM in the Pipeline challenge.
The challenge? To create a field development plan for an oil field in the North Sea. This year, a
team of six travelled to BP’s North Sea headquarters in Dyce for the final presentation in
December: Austin Bayley, Jamie Burke, Scott Conn, Rhona Cummine, Calum Macleay and Kirsty
Mullan. The STEM in the Pipeline Challenge is designed to aid pupils in understanding the
practical applications of the STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) and
working as an effective team on a project this is similar to those set up in the oil industry for
working oil fields.
For the last couple of years, Meldrum has a come a close second. This year, however, team
Mullan Rouge came first! It was a fascinating experience and really exciting presenting our work
on the final day to all the engineers and assessors who make this possible. Jamie was
interviewed by the Press and Journal just after we won. This is what he had to say: “I think it has
been a huge shock - looking around at all the fantastic work that all the other teams have done,
we are just amazed at how well we’ve done. We wouldn’t have been able to do this if it wasn’t
for our teacher, Mrs Warren, and our mentor, Ben Jones, and would like to thank everyone for
all the help they have contributed.” His words, but they expressed the sentiment of everyone on
the team. It was a great experience, gaining all members of the team a Silver Crest Award and a
generous cash reward. I would definitely recommend this opportunity to anyone considering a
career in the energy industry.
By Kirsty Mullan (6B)
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MODERN LANGUAGES FACULTY
27. LE QUIZ DE LA FRANCOPHONIE
I took part in the Francophonie Quiz and it was great fun! I was in a team of four with Jessica
Randall, Nicole Dickson and Abbie Welsh. There were five teams in total that took part and were
made up of second and third year pupils. We were one of the smallest teams but we managed
just fine! We were competing against lots of other schools across Scotland.
Each team had to have a French name and we were called “Le Fromage” (Cheese). Everyone had
come up with really funny and inventive names for their team! Once we logged on to the Institut
Français d’Edimbourg site and enrolled our teams, it was nearly time to start.
At 11 am on the 9th of March, we were given an hour to complete the quiz. We had to answers
lots of questions about French speaking (Francophone) countries. The questions were varied,
from multiple choice to picture questions, but they were all in French. We had to work hard
together as a team to work out what the questions were asking and then use our research skills
to find the answers! Some questions were more difficult than others, but we worked well as
team and managed to work them out!!
Overall, it was a really fun Quiz to take part in and a great experience… Even though we lost our
Quiz and had to start again. We got to practise our French, learn new words and use skills we
had learned in other subjects (research skills for example) to help us complete the Quiz. We are
still waiting for the results and I hope that all the teams have done well!
By Iona Wait (2W1)
28. FRENCH REVISION BREAKFAST (Le petit déjeuner français)
During our French lesson this week we participated in a French Revision Breakfast. The two
classes were asked to come down to the canteen and were divided into groups of six. Four
groups were then given revision tasks on food to do to prepare for their upcoming test. The last
group was given the speaking activity when they had to choose from a selection of French food
that the French usually have for breakfast, including croissants, baguettes, brioches, pains au
chocolat, fruit juice, coffee, hot chocolate and fruit. The other four stations consisted of a
French shopping game, a conversation/transport activity, a task on what people liked and didn’t
like to eat and True/False worksheets.
Overall, the event was fun, interesting and useful for revision.
By Avery Collins 3T1 & Dougie Robertson 3B1

Our helpers – AH French pupils
Sean Gibson, Stuart Massie and
Meg Moir
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29. EUROSCOLA TRIP 2015
Having been through an interview and selection process, I was lucky to be selected to be part of
Euroscola 2015. The trip is supported by the Rotary Club and allows modern languages students
from across Scotland to improve their language skills and share their views with other students
from across the European Union at the European Parliament in Strasbourg
The trip was filled with many highlights, from sampling
a
local delicacy, the “Tarte Flambée”, to a street survey
which tested our language skills interacting with the
people of Strasbourg. However, the Euroscola Day at
the European Parliament itself was a particularly great
part of the trip. We arrived to be part of 500 students,
sitting in the seats of the MEPs where we voted on the
issues raised in the chamber and asked questions to
representatives from the Parliament. We played a
language game where we formed a team with each person from a different country to try and
work out the meaning of phrases of all the languages used by EU members. In the afternoon
session, we split into 6 discussion groups to discuss a variety of issues such as Freedom of
Information and Youth Employment in the EU. This gave us another opportunity to mix with a
variety of students and share our views and produce
a report to bring back to the chamber for further
debate and voting. Listening to the views of other
students was fascinating as it allowed me to see
issues from another perspective and encouraged us
to debate and come to clear conclusions
encompassing everyone’s views respectively. The day
at the Parliament was a great way to use all we had
learnt throughout the week and push ourselves out of our comfort zones. To round off the day
we hosted a ceilidh and taught French students we had met on the Parliament some ceilidh
dances and songs!
The trip was a great success and I learned a lot from it - not only in terms of improving my
French but also about myself and meeting lots of new and interesting people with whom I still
keep in contact. I would highly recommend the trip to any modern languages student next year
and beyond as it is such a fantastic and worthwhile experience. I would like to thank Meldrum
Academy and the Rotary Club of Oldmeldrum for allowing me to have such a great opportunity
that I will never forget.

By Stuart Massie 6S
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30. SENIOR FRENCH TRIP TO PARIS
From the 12th - 17th February, most of the Higher French and Advanced Higher French class got
the chance to go to Paris. It was an amazing experience to be able to speak with Parisians and try
and learn more about their culture. To get to and from Paris we took the megabus gold
overnight which arrived in London. We then had to take the rush hour tube to St Pancras station
and then the Euro Tunnel to Paris. As someone who has never been to Paris it was really
exciting! As soon as we got to Paris it was straight to the hotel. It was a really nice hotel and the
staff were very nice! After dropping off our bags we headed towards the most well-known
landmark - the Eiffel Tower. It was amazing! Afterwards we headed out for a meal; it was really
exciting being able to ask for what we wanted in French. We finished our first evening with a visit
to the Sacré Coeur church.
The first full day was Valentine's Day! And it was a very busy day, firstly we went to l'Opéra
Garnier which was the most beautiful opera house. Afterwards we went shopping and then went
to the Notre Dame cathedral. Because it was so busy we unfortunately never got a chance to see
inside however we got to see the lock bridge instead which was really pretty. We then got the
chance to walk up the Champs Élysées and see the Arc de Triomphe, a really impressive
monument! After a really busy day we went for a meal and then headed to the outdoor ice rink.
Most people went skating and some of us went to get crêpes. I personally went to get crêpes
and they were delicious. Afterwards we went to watch the ice skaters and it looked so fun!
Next morning was a fairly sunny Sunday. We headed to the Panthéon where many famous
French and other important people who made an impact to our world today are buried. We then
headed to the Musée d'Orsay, an art gallery that holds many well-known pieces like Van Gogh's
self-portrait and Women With Parasol by Monet. We then headed across the street to the
famous Louvre. It was so exciting to see the Mona Lisa but I was very surprised to see how small
it actually was! After enjoying an 'artistic' day we headed for our last evening meal in Paris. We
then finished it with a beautiful river cruise on the Seine. Heading back to the hotel we were
feeling really tired but a little upset that it was our last night.
We woke bright and early to visit Les Invalides, once a hospital now a famous War Museum
where Napoléon is buried. It was really exciting learning all about Napoleon and how he lived.
Unfortunately it was then time to head home to Aberdeen speaking all the way home about the
new memories that we made!
Overall Paris was the best experience we could have asked for in order not only to help us with
our French but also to enjoy the Parisian lifestyle!
By Georgia Boylan 5G1
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DESIGN FACULTY
31. ART DEPARTMENT: National Young Photographer Competition
The National Young Photographer Competition is a well-established and successful competition
promoted by Rotary International in Britain and Ireland (RIBI)
It is a three-stage competition designed to support and encourage development of photographic
skills.
Over the Christmas holidays many children in the art department responded to a homework
request to capture a moment during the festive period. There was a fantastic response and the
pupils created a collage of very interesting photographs showing grasped opportunities of a
moment in time, to well organised compositions.
It was of little surprise to find that many pupils were interested in entering the aforementioned
competition.
The theme for the competition was "Light Up the Community". The pupils photographs were, as
you may imagine, varied, and they had to be accompanied by an application form and
explanation of their photographic response.
The three stages of the competition are; Local Heats, District Competitions and then the National
Final.
To date we have heard that Illona McGrath 1G2 has had her work forwarded to the District
Competition and we wish her well.
Mrs D Reed, Art

32. TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT: Boatbuilding Project 2015
This year, sees the introduction of a new Design Faculty project in which pupils can partake in
small-scale boatbuilding. Led by the Technical Department and organised by Miss Alguero, a
group of keen and enthusiastic pupils are currently researching, resourcing and constructing
their very own Currach boat: a soft hulled rowing boat, with a six man capacity. This boat is not
only being made entirely by pupils of the school, they have been actively encouraged to source
materials through upcycling and industrial donation for themselves to produce the final result.
In a short space of time the group
have already managed to construct the two
seats that will pin the boat together and by
doing so, have had the opportunity to
develop key construction/problem solving
and team working skills that will prove of
benefit for future goals and employment.
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It is the hoped that the group shall have their boat completed by the end of June, ready for
launch alongside Banff Academy's sister project (led by Pete Danks of PORT Boat
Builders/Salmon Bothy) at this years’ Portsoy Boat Festival on 4th & 5th July. It is the intention
of Miss Alguero and Mr Danks that both schools might partake in a mini schools boating regatta
to showcase the achievements of their pupils from both schools and provide a chance for the
pupils to experience some active rowing in their creations and some fun into the bargain.
Should anyone wish to donate to the project - materials/expenses - or lend any of their time
and/or assistance to make this project be the best it can be, it would be most welcomed.
Pictured below is Banff Academy pupil’s entry from last year’s project, so this is an idea of what
we need to beat!

Miss L Alguero, Technical
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SCIENCE FACULTY
33. STAFFING
The Science faculty has undergone some staffing changes over the course of the year.
Mr Stuart Cookson, teacher of Chemistry & Biology, was successful in securing a Long Term
Temporary post as Acting Principal Teacher of Science at Fraserburgh Academy. #
Mrs Jennifer Rees-Jenkins has also recently been seconded to the University of Aberdeen where
she will undertake the role of student teacher trainer. In her absence, we have appointed Mrs
Beverly Garrett to the post of Teacher of Biology and Science.
In addition, we have welcomed Mrs Gudrun Pryzgoda as a Chemistry teacher and permanent
member of the Science faculty.
Mrs Lindsey Martin, PT Science, has recently secured a long term temporary post as Depute
Head Teacher one day per week (Friday) in the event of Mrs Liz Prosser dropping down to 4
days. This means that Mrs Susan Edwards will now act as PT Science every Friday. We wish all
staff members the best of luck in their new posts.
Mrs L Martin, Principal Teacher Science

34. PARTIAL SOLAR ECLIPSE - Advance Higher Physics Class
On Friday the 20th March, we had a partial solar eclipse visible from Meldrum. The advanced
higher physics class spent time preparing information and setting up different ways to safely
view the eclipse. We would like to thank everybody for acting safely.

Despite the cloud and rain we hope that those of you who came out, had a good time and at
least caught a glimpse of the eclipse. We certainly enjoyed the buzz and learnt lots about viewing
the Sun. If you missed this one you only have eleven years until the next one.
Mrs S Edwards, Science
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B.E.I.T. FACULTY

35. BUSINESS MINI ENTERPRISE 3E
In 3rd year we have had a great experience with the mini enterprise topic. We had to set up a
business and had to make and sell products for profit at the Christmas fair.
When and Where: The fair was on the 17th of December 2014 in school beside the canteen, there
was Christmas music and lots of Christmas cheer.
What was done: There were many groups from the two classes who took 3rd year Business
Management and Steps to work also there was Enterprise group, Eco group, Prom Committee,
Fair Trade, and Crabbit Auld Bags that took part. The 3rd Year Business Management group had
to set up their own business in groups of around 4 or 5 people each taking on different roles in
the business e.g. (Head of Finance, Market Researcher). We all enjoyed this as we had to manage
our own finances, buying our materials, conducting market research and manufacturing our own
products to sell.
The Outcome: The outcome of this activity is that people that were involved had a fun and
enjoyable experience that gave them a better understanding of how businesses work, we also
made some profit which is always very pleasurable and everyone would happily do it again.

Together we have raised £161.66 for Cancer Research UK well done to all who took part, a great
effort from all
By Kieran Wait 3W1
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ASN FACULTY
36. BRITSH SAFETY COUNCIL AWARD
Some of our S5 pupils have been participating in a British Safety Council course. This relates to
safety in the workplace and encourages pupils to think about safety and recognise hazards.
Ciaran Savizon and Aiden Ferguson have both completed the course and passed their
assessment. Well done!!
Mrs Wilson, Principal Teacher ASN

Mrs Wilson with Ciaran Savizon and Aiden Ferguson and their certificates

28

37. S3 SUPPORTED STUDIES GROUP
Initially, the S3 Supported Studies group wanted to start a Transition Enterprise every Thursday
for the Meldrum P7 class.
However due to school timetabling the Enterprise Transition had to transform into a Young
Leader Enterprise. The whole enterprise had them planning from the basics of information
letters, Risk Assessment and permissions for Evolve to the practical work with the group. They
have made a wonderful enterprise that empowers them and builds on the Curriculum’s Four
Capacities.
This is what the pupils wrote to their parents as an update:

“We will now be working with primary 1s and 2s during lunch. This has
changed our approaches – P1 behaviour, interests, abilities and communication
levels are all different from the P7s. To combat this we have reorganised the
activities, but we are hoping to return to work with P7s after Easter, and continue
with our football, craft and equestrian activities and talks on academy life.
Hopefully this will go well, thank you,”
The pupils have been evaluating targets they set and developing their skills each session. Some
of their feedback:

Aiden Leggat: “We do this to achieve our Silver Caledonian Award as you need to
volunteer”
Dean Lawrence: “I like the Attention! You have to use the skills of listening, patience
and cooperation”
Calum Moggach: “You need good body language and tone of voice and to be
encouraging. I like the children running about and enjoying themselves. I only
dislike walking to the primary!”
Mrs Bruce, ASN
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38. RDA (Riding for the Disabled)
Every week several pupils from S1-S3 go horse riding at Tweedale Stables, just outside Keithall.
They learn various riding skills including trotting, rising trotting and cantering, as well as animal
care, physiology and equipment.
Tweedale Stables are staffed by a fantastic team of volunteers and without them, the pupils
would not be able to have such a great opportunity. Thank you ladies!
Mrs Gifford, ASN
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39.

The Gold Participants had an active time last Sunday learning how to make stretchers out of
survival bags and rucksacks as part of their expedition training. Navigation techniques and tricks
were learnt before they set off around an orienteering course. To make it more of a challenge
each group were given litter pickers and bags to collect rubbish that had been dumped on the
hill and the group with the most won a box of chocolates. They managed to collect a staggering 5
bags of dog litter bags!! After that they went and found the spectacular waterfall that hides on
Bennachie.
Since January Bronze awards have been achieved by Vickey Kotts, Hannah Thomson, Catriona
Mutch, Daniel Milne, Justine Matthew, Jamie White, Louise Allen, Harry Whyte, Abi Cheyne and
Emma Beedie. Jamie Duncan has got his Silver award and Lewis Gallier is the first pupil to have
achieved his Gold award while still at school. A huge congratulation to all those who have got
their awards and please encourage those who have started to finish them it is a great
achievement.
Mrs Shepherd
Gold D of E Co-ordinator
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40. ECO GROUP
It's been a fairly quiet term for Eco Group this time, due to the mounds of organising and
planning that is going on! But, we have ordered a new bird table (unfortunately our last one has
finally been defeated by the famous Scottish weather) and two new raised beds for the Sensory
Garden. One of these beds may be made into the memorial bed for the garden. Earlier on in the
term we made an expedition around the school to check what trees had survived the grips of the
wet and windy winter and to replace any supports that weren't needed anymore or had fallen in
the face of the gale-force winds. Our biggest news is that Robertsons have decided that their
area for housing the bins isn't large enough and their planned expansions will halve the size of
one of our flower/herb beds in the Butterfly Garden. Luckily, the Bug Hotel is safe from the
building works. Therefore, we will be taking this opportunity to revamp and replant in order to
improve our fantastic Butterfly Garden. Watch this space...
We are also organising a litter pick for the next term at some point, but, as of writing this, we
have no set dates yet. Again... watch this space!
The only other information to report is that our bird population has expanded (as have the
birds) and they are very happy and full looking creatures thanks to our continued feeding of
them.
Eco Group is still open to new members and we would love to see some new faces in the club. If
you are interested, come along to Miss Catton's room in Social on Friday lunchtimes.
By Hayley Mullan, 4B1

41. ENERGY GIRLS
As part of our course we have received many opportunities to see how the world of oil and gas
works and operates as part of a team. As part of the course you have to complete many
assignments which go towards your end results as we don’t sit an exam for this particular course.
To complete our assignments and do site visits we got a free iPad and personalised PPE. We also
get to go on many trips to meet people who work off shore and ask them many questions about
what their daily routines are while working in oil. We have been on several trips so far with more
to come. We went to a Shell office in Aberdeen to complete group challenges with other schools
and take part in a debate about different energy options for 2050. We also went to a Shell
Ferrari day and met a famous F1 test driver called Marc Gene, he was a very nice person and
helped us to create our model car based on what we would need to know about energy and
todays cars. We also got to go to the satrosphere for 3 hours after the event to look at all the
exhibits and create cars that run on salt water. In November we went to Peterhead power
station and got a tour by one of the people who work there. We got told about how it generates
enough electricity to meet demands of today’s society, and were able to see the size of the
machinery they use. The power station was not in operation while we were there, but we were
still able to understand how it all worked. We were told some interesting facts that we didn’t
know before, like how steam in a normal household reaches 100 degrees centigrade, but in the
energy process used the steam reaches temperatures of 540 degrees centigrade which is
invisible to the human eye. Overall these trips we very informative and we learned a lot about
the oil and gas and how we need to find new renewables for 2050.
By Keilidh Bruce 5S1, Alana Williams 6B and Emma Yerbury-Howell 6T
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42. CAREERS IN HEALTH EVENT – S3 trip
On Tuesday 27th of Feb, myself and 4 other pupils attended the Careers In Health event with Mrs
MacLeod. This was being jointly run by Aberdeen and RGU universities. Before the event we
had selected 3 workshops we were interested in attending. When we arrived we were directed
into a building at the Foresterhill Campus and had to go to the 8th floor of a building. As the
elevator was broken we had to climb up all the floors! When we finally got there we were
welcomed and then went to our first workshop.
My first workshop was Truama which was an introduction to what happens in A&E. We got
interesting things to do and there was a practice dummy and we had to try to save its life. The
next thing we attended was an admissions talk about the qualifications needed for the jobs we
wanted to do. Mine was in medicine. I personally thought it was rather discouraging but it was a
reality check about what we will need.
After lunch I went to my second workshop which for me was Medical Science. This was my
favourite. We got to use forensic science to find a killer (fake of course). We mixed blood and
checked its type. My third workshop was radiography. There were 2 other Meldrum pupils with
me for this one. We talked about x-rays and the skeletal system and it was interesting. Overall
the day was a good experience and I learnt lots.
By Bruce Robertson 3G2
43. BUILD A COMPUTER CLUB
This year so far, we have done many exciting things. We have built our own network and taught
people how to use computers when they are connected together, we have visited the Dragon’s
Den and won some money to build our very own quadcopter, hopefully using the Raspberry Pi to
control it!
Everyone who comes along to our Friday lunchtime club in Y105 thoroughly enjoys it and would
recommend it to others who love to work with computers, and would maybe be interested in
robotics. We hope to be doing more real world projects, but right now our focus is the
quadcopter, so come along and join in!
Lewis Kaye 3S1
44. BOOK BUDDIES
The Book Buddy session has seen fourth years participating to get their Volunteering for Duke of
Edinburgh. There are a core group of enthusiastic tutors that meet every Wednesday to support
a range of pupils, of different gender and ability, to enjoy reading. It is doing fantastically well
and the hope is for these volunteers to continue into their 5th and 6th years.
Three Tutees commented on their experience:
Taevy Smart:" I love it because it's super fun and I like reading books. My tutor is kind"
Soriya Smart: "I love it! The tutors are awesome!"
Emily?: It's fun. The tutors are nice and helpful. I would like to guide people in 4th year and be a
tutor"
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CELEBRATING PUPILS’ SUCCESS!
45. FOOTBALL
Football mad Joey Wilson, 1S1 (pictured
right) is looking forward to playing for his
team, Banks o Dee Albion in the Scottish Cup
Final after they smashed Mill United Boys
Club’s 30 game undefeated record, winning
12- 0 to take them through. Joey scored the
opening goal and can take credit for setting
up a few of the others. The Scottish Cup
competition started with nearly 300 teams
in the Under 13's age group, so they have
done fantastically well to get this far and
they have played teams from all over
Scotland to get to the final. This will take
place on Sunday 17th May at the Airdrie
Excelsior Stadium. Good luck Joey from
everyone at Meldrum, and we look forward
to hearing the result!!

46. KARATE
Another talented first year pupil is
Stevie Gray, 1S1 who has been doing Jorukai
Karate since the age of 5. He achieved Black
Belt status in March 2013, and then on 1st
April 2015 he passed his Black Belt 2nd Dan
grading in Cupar Angus.
(Certificate
pictured left). Well done Stevie!

47. KARTING
1S1 seem to have a large share of talented boys as another winning pupil this term is Logan
Blake. He started karting at race level last year, initially in a ‘cadet’ class. He finished 5th in class
in last year’s Scottish Championship as the highest place of seven 1st year (rookie) drivers.
He passed all his race license levels in the shortest possible time and now races on an
‘International A class’ license. He is the only under 13 to achieve that level in his 1st year in the
UK in the past 3 years.
He began winning races and by last summer moved on to the
full size ‘Rotax-Max’ (pictured), capable of 80mph and with it
won 2x championships by end of last year.
This year competing for 2x local Championships and the
Scottish Championship title, may also if time / finance allows
some of the major trophy races in England.

SHOOTING
48. Brogan Smith 4W1 attended the Scottish Open Air Rifle Championships recently in Tulliallan.
The competition was very well attended by shooters from all over the UK with quite a few
Commonwealth shooters in attendance. On the Saturday there was a class graded shoot with
two 60 shot matches giving a total aggregate. Brogan is competing in a higher class this year so
indeed the competition was a lot stiffer. He did very well though and came home with a silver
and bronze in class.
On Sunday the competition was open with only the eight of the highest competing scores going
through. Unfortunately Brogan didn't quite make it therefore he was able to watch an edge of
the seat Men's elimination final which saw Dan Rivers commonwealth gold medalist take home
the Scottish title.
On Friday 20 March, Brogan received the Young Male of the Year award at the Scottish Sports
Award ceremony held at Garioch Sports Centre in Inverurie. A fantastic achievement Brogan!!
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49. SWIMMING
Hi my name is Daniel Mckenzie and I swim with
Garioch swimming club.
Being part of one of the top 10 performing teams
in Scotland is awesome but getting the opportunity
to swim for the school was amazing.
Four of the club's swimmers took part and
represented Meldrum Academy in the Inter School
Gala way back in November 2014, then came the
waiting game. We waited to discover if we were
part of the top 20 swimmers in Scotland to go
forward to the next stage taking part in January
2015 at the Sports Village in Aberdeen.

My team mate Nicole Ogg and I went through to the next stage and improved on our entry
times. The level of swimming on the day was outstanding and we all look forward to trying out
again this year, and representing the school again. Nicole, Gemma and I all train before school,
in the evenings and weekends, anything from 10 hours up to 16 hours with an hour of land
training every week. As the club is a competitive one, you will frequently find us camped out at a
swimming pool for weekend competitions.
The last month has seen us all at our own club meet where we bagged 16 medals and broke club
records, competing in the North District Age group long course championships at the beginning
of March taking part in a staggering 45 races between us, new records, 1 race off, 8 finals and
nail biting relay's all leaving with medals.
Last weekend saw the Edinburgh International meet, where the club took part along with some
top class swimmers, Hannah Miley, Ross Murdoch, Anthony Erwin to name but a few.
What an experience and I was very lucky to take part and fortunately beat my entry times.
Next on the swimming calendar is the Scottish National Age Group Championships being held in
Aberdeen for the second year running at the end of March, beginning of April. The qualifying
times having to be obtained to get in and are pre-set depending on whether you are male or
female and your age at the end of the year. We are waiting to see if we will be there.
I am sure the club will squeeze more competitions in before the summer holidays but until then
we are very lucky to have the support of the school and our teachers who are great, and if you
find us asleep in class you will now know why and if slightly late with homework, please can we
have an extension?

Daniel Mckenzie, 3W1
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50. MELDRUM ACADEMY CANTEEN LADIES

The ladies in the canteen would like to thank all staff and pupils who supported our American
themed menu on 12th March. A great time was had by all. We served just under 500 lunches,
our most popular theme day yet. The pupils enjoyed seeing us dressed up and I even saw a few
dancing along to the Grease soundtrack!
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51. COMMUNITY LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT (CLD)
Babysitting for Beginners Course.
Congratulations to Alannah Edwards, Beth Allardyce, Alex Booth, Allie Presly, Avery Collins,
Kelsey Morgan, Ellie Walker, Amy Cassie, Clare Hoskins and Lucy Gray who have received
certificates after successfully completing the “Babysitting for Beginners” Course run by CLD staff.

As part of the Course, the girls have each put together a portfolio evidencing their learning and
these will be presented to the Youth Scotland Awards scheme. This will give the give the girls a
Dynamic Youth Award which is accredited on the SCQF Framework.
Beth Hebenton, Community Learning & Development

52. THE ROTARY CLUB OF OLDMELDRUM
Rotary Youth Leadership Award
The Rotary Club of Oldmeldrum supports Meldrum Academy pupils by providing 2 places at
RYLA. This is a camp which takes place at Abernethy Outdoor Centre in the summer holidays and
develops leadership, communication, motivational skills along with others. Pupils take part in
rock climbing, abseiling and canoeing activities building their confidence in leading a group as
well as making new friends.
This year our candidates going to the camps in July are Erin Smith 5T2 and Joseph Walker 5S1.
Interact
On Tuesday 17th March the Meldrum Academy Interact Group received their Club Certification
from Sheena Clarke President of The Rotary Club of Oldmeldrum. Interact gives pupils ages 1218 the chance to make a real difference while having fun. Every Interact club carries out two
service projects a year: one that helps their school or community and one that promotes
international understanding. The group are already planning a coffee morning to raise money for
Water Aid to help provide clean drinking water and improve people’s health around the world.
If you would like to find out more about Interact come and speak to Mrs Ingram in the library.
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53. NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY: Mrs Morna Ingram (Librarian)
World Book Day
To celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 5th March we held a quiz in the library at lunchtime.
Teams were made up of pupils and at least one teacher. The questions tested knowledge of
books, TV, films and food. A photo round of staff in the academy with their faces partly hidden
by books provided some interesting answers. The winning group got Easter Eggs as a prize.
GCBA
The Grampian Children’s Book Award is underway again with pupils reading and voting for the
book they think should win the award. Participating pupils will attend the award ceremony at
Aberdeen University in May. Shortlisted authors will be at the event speaking about their books
pupils will be able to meet them and get books signed.
Stan Lee Excelsior Award
The Stan Lee Excelsior Award is the only nationwide book award for graphic novels and manga where kids aged 11-16 decide the winner. A group of pupils are enjoying reading the 8
shortlisted titles. The titles include Wonder Woman, Barakamon, a Japanese manga title and the
Red Baron. If you would like to borrow any of these come along to the library.
Meldrum Community Library
As a Community Library we are open for use by the academy and members of the public. We
offer activities for the whole family including:Rhymetime for Babies & Pre School Children - Monday morning every fortnight
9.45 – 10.15 Babies up to about 10 months
Juice will be served at 10.15 for both groups to enjoy
10.30 – 11.00am Toddlers over about 10 months
The Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 6.30pm. We are an informal
group of people who enjoy reading and talking about books.
Do you like to knit? Come along and join the Knit & Natter group. They meet on a Wednesday
morning between 10am – 12noon in an informal drop in, self-help session. All abilities attend
and difficult stitches and pattern problems can be resolved over a cup of tea.
Writer’s group - we have a keen group of writers meet in the library on the first Tuesday of the
month at 3.30pm.
Please enquire if you are interested in any of these groups. For more information on Meldrum
Library contact 01651 871307 or visit www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries
Freegal – The library service provides a free music service to library borrowers.
Freegal Music gives library members, over the age of 12, FREE access to over seven million songs
from over 28,000 labels including the Sony Music catalogue UK. Stream three hours of music
every day and download three music tracks or two music videos per week.
We are open
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9.00 – 19.30, Wednesday and Friday 9.00 – 17.00
Saturday 10.00 - 13.00
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54. PARENT COUNCIL NEWS
Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain in Oldmeldrum, 12 September 2015
CELEBRATED Scottish musicians Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain will be showing off their mercurial
talents at Meldrum Academy on Saturday 12 September in a concert organised by the Meldrum
Academy Parent Council. This intimate concert will give you the opportunity to understand the
talent that has earned them the title of “Simply the best traditional musicians you are ever likely
to hear”. It is always a sell-out night so mark the date on your calendar and look out for tickets
when they go on sale in May.
This is our big school fund raising night of the year. We would like to run a GRAND RAFFLE
alongside it. Could you help organise this or donate a prize? Please come along to our next
meeting on Wednesday 29 April at 7:15 in the staffroom or drop an email to the address below.
Engaging with Parents – Supporting Better Learning
As parents we know that it can be difficult to be involved in your child’s learning but research has
shown that young people who have at least one parent or carer involved in their schooling do
better at school. One of the main jobs of our Parent council is to develop a two-way relationship
that is built on a strong parental involvement strategy. Meldrum Academy Parent Council’s first
step in developing our strategy is to find out what parents need to become supporters of their
child’s learning.
We will need to know the views of S1 and incoming P7 parents about things that our school
community, parent council and our school could do to equip parents with the skills and
confidence to support learning. We will run a survey of S1 parents during the next term and
want to hold focus groups of S1 and P7 parents. Could you help with this? Are you available to
join our focus groups? Please come along to our next meeting of email us.
Reviewing Reporting
The Parent Council has been working alongside Sandy Smith in looking at timing of reports and
parent nights. We have also been discussing the format of school reports. The purpose of
working alongside school staff is to improve the flow of information so that we can work
together to support learning.
Contact us: Pam Marr (Parent Council Chair)
We know that many parents and carers want to support the school in a practical way and find it
difficult to get along to meetings. Over the next few months we will have events where we need
extra help. If you would like to offer your support, as and when needed, then please contact the
Meldrum Academy Parent Council
 chairparentcouncil@meldrumacademy.aberdeenshire.sch.uk
or
 by phoning the school (01651 871300) and asking for a message to be given to the Chair of
the Parent Council
or
 by writing to; Chair, Meldrum Academy Parent Council, Meldrum Academy, Colpy Road,
Oldmeldrum, AB51 0NT
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National Parent Forum Scotland (NPFS)
The National Parent Forum of Scotland has been set up to give Parent Councils and Parents an
opportunity to discuss and raise educational issues of mutual interest or concerns at a national
level. The Forum will work in partnership with national and local government and other
organisations involved in education and wellbeing issues to represent parents in pursuit of our
aim to help every pupil maximise his/her potential
They have a great website with information on subject choice & school courses, careers,
university and college courses and exam revision as well as keeping parents up-to-date with
national issues and debates in education.
http://www.npfs.org.uk/
Nationals in a Nutshell The NPFS have produced a wonderful set of one page subject summaries on the new national
qualifications. These can be accessed at
How can parents support learning? Top tips by parents for parents
Sharing, planning and learning!
 Listen, talk, share and encourage – this has a big influence on children's learning
 Do things together – learn together and have fun together
 Praise effort
 Encourage a ‘can do’ approach – ‘give it a try, you might just like it’
 Help them to respect others
 Talk to them about their strengths and interests, and help them make choices based
on these
 Find out what learning is happening at school and do what you can at home to build
on that
http://www.npfs.org.uk/nationals-in-a-nutshell/
Revision in a Nutshell
Revision in a Nutshell National 5 subject guides supplement learning and revision in class. They
are organised alphabetically, by subject, covering 20 subjects which have exams and for which
the SQA has provided relevant past paper questions. Please check with your teacher to ensure
that the guides are relevant to you. The SQA Specimen Paper and the marking instructions are
the most important documents to look at – the BBC Bitesize guides are also really helpful and
provide different revision materials. See our Pointers for Parents and Pupils for more
information.
http://www.npfs.org.uk/national-5-revision-in-a-nutshell/
Meldrum Academy Revision Links
http://www.meldrumacademy.co.uk/Links/Links.htm

SHOP ONLINE AND RAISE MONEY FOR MELDRUM ACADEMY PARENT COUNCIL
Have you heard about easyfundraising yet? It’s the easiest way to help raise money for Meldrum
Academy Parent Council! If you already shop online with retailers such as Amazon, M&S, Argos,
John Lewis, Comet, Vodafone, eBay, Boden and Play.com, then we need you to sign up for free
to raise money while you shop!
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So how does it work?
You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, but if you sign up to
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mapc for free and use the links on the
easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer, then a percentage of whatever you spend comes
directly to us at no extra cost to yourself.
How much can we raise?
Spend £100 with M&S online or Amazon and you raise £2.50 for us. £100 with WH Smith puts
£2.00 in our pocket and so on. There are over 2,000 retailers on their site, and some of the
donations can be as much as 15% of your purchase.
Save money too!
easyfundraising is FREE to use plus you'll get access to hundreds of exclusive discounts and
voucher codes, so not only will you be helping us, you’ll be saving money yourself.
So please help us to raise funds by signing up now (before your Christmas shopping starts!) at is
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mapc and start making a difference simply by
shopping.

55. And finally……
The newsletter highlights some great performances by individuals, classes, groups and teams.
Wonderful, inspiring reports of our young people working hard to do their very best, their skills
developed by teachers and coaches and supported by parents and carers. They have surpassed
expectations and sometimes, surprised themselves with what they have achieved.
This 13 week term is the ‘powerhouse’ of the school year and we use it to get learning on the
fast track, get assignments in on time and, most importantly, to make sure that we are all ready
for the SQA exams in May. Students at Meldrum Academy can be confident that they have been
well prepared for their exams. For students about to sit exams this is a key time, when hard work
revising will pay dividends. Do not settle for second best for yourself. Set your targets high and
go for it. My advice is to draw up a revision timetable with a sensible balance of study and
relaxation – and then stick to it. Do the work now and go confidently into the exam.
Staff and students have been reviewing Meldrum Academy’s 5 Expectations. We are at an early
stage in bringing them right up-to date.
But one expectation came out clearly from MAAG – our student council.
Be Ambitious!

Andrew Travis
Head Teacher
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

EASTER HOLIDAY: Friday 03 April – Friday 17 April

Tuesday 28
Wednesday 29
Thursday 30

APRIL 2015
Pupils return to school after Easter
Head Boy /Girl, House Captain deadline for applications
Meldrum Sports Bursary forms completed by applicants
Senior Phase S4/S5/S6 last day.
Start of SQA exams
Parent Council Meeting (7:15pm in Staff Room)
Junior Maths Challenge

Friday 1
Monday 4
Wednesday 13
Thursday 14
Friday 15

MAY 2015
S2 Comment report issued
MAY DAY HOLIDAY
Sports Heat day
ALEC Health input (S1 pupils provisional) All Day
ALEC Health input (S1 pupils provisional) All Day

Monday 20
Friday 24

Monday 1
Tuesday 2
Thursday 4
Friday 5
Tuesday 9
Wednesday 10
Thursday 11
Friday 12
Wednesday 17
Thursday 18
Thursday 25

Tuesday 30

JUNE 2015
OCCASIONAL HOLIDAY
All pupils return from Study Leave
S2/S3/S4/S5/S6 New timetable starts
House Captain, Head Boy / Girl & Prefects Interviews begin
End of SQA exams 2015
P7 Induction
P7 Information Evening – Assembly Hall and whole school (6-7pm)
P7 Induction
P7 Induction
Head Boy/Girl, House Captain & Prefects appointed
Meldrum Sports Bursary forms handed out to S6 pupils
Parent Council AGM Meeting – 6 (7:15 pm Staff Room)
MAAG – Pupil Council Meeting (P5)
CBC Open Day – Display of S1/S2 Pupil Work
Awards Ceremony (Evening) – Assembly Hall & Staff Room
6:15 start for 7:00 – 9:30 pm
Petrochallenge – TBC

JULY 2015
Wednesday 1
Petrochallenge – TBC
Friday 3
Last day of session 2014-15
SUMMER HOLIDAY: Monday 6 July – Monday 17 August 2015 inclusive

